Dear Mount View Falcons,

Will you be wrapping any gifts this holiday season?  Want to save time and money, help the environment, and raise money for our outdoor classroom – all at the same time?  Please keep reading!

Check out these facts:

· Americans throw away 25% more trash during the Thanksgiving to New Year's holiday period than any other time of year. 
· The extra waste amounts to 25 million tons of garbage, or about 1 million extra tons per week!
· 38,000 miles of ribbon alone is thrown out each year--enough to tie a bow around the Earth
· If every American family wrapped just 3 presents in re-used materials, it would save enough paper to cover 45,000 football fields.
You can do your part to “Think Green” this season by participating in our Bags and Bands fundraiser!  Buy a collection of 6 reusable gift bags (of varying sizes) for only $10.  You’ll cut down on the amount of wrapping paper you use, and you’ll help us raise money to buy lumber for our outdoor classroom!  You can also show your support for our efforts and buy cool wristbands that say “KEEP IT GREEN” for only $2.  Wristbands are green and blue and are made from recycled silicone.  They make great stocking stuffers or Chanukah surprises! (Bands should arrive by Dec. 6.) 

So... are you ready to help?  Just use this link: https://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?formkey=dGhEVDlzX2tsdUVCVFgtVFY1ZXR2c1E6MQ 

to place your order and then send a check to school for the total amount due. Checks should be made out to MVMS and sealed in an envelope labeled Bags and Bands.  Orders must be placed by November 19th, 2010.  The following week, you will receive a confirmation e-mail that your order has been received.

You can “Keep it More Green” this season by trying out these ideas:

· Avoid cards and wrapping paper with glossy, shiny, sparkly, or gold foil coating since these cannot by recycled

· Use fabric bags, pillowcases, or other sacs instead of wrapping paper.  (One MVMS staff member even has her children leave a sac under the tree for Santa to fill up with toys!)

· If you have a large gift, just use a bow.

· Hide a gift instead of wrapping it, and leave clues for family to find it!

· Consider making the package a part of the gift – like filling a new cooking pot with other kitchen utensils

· Reuse an old box, and let the kids think that you bought them cereal, Capri Suns, or even a box of diapers...  You could even hide box inside box until they find the gift!

We hope that you’ll join us in our efforts to think a little more “green” this holiday season, and purchase a pack of gift bags, a wristband, or both!  Every little bit helps!

Thank You and Happy Holidays!

Mount View’s Green Team

staff sponsor:  Susan Mako

Bags and Bands chairperson:  Hattie Gaines

Bags and Bands support:  Environmental Club

"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed people can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has." –Margaret Mead

Facts from http://www.co.graysharbor.wa.us/info/pub_svcs/recycle/HolidayWastePrevention.htm#GiftWrap and http://www.supergreenme.com/go-green-environment-eco:The-Ugly-Side-of--Eco-Friendly-Giftwrap and  http://recycling.stanford.edu/recycling/caq_holiday.html


















